
Plywood Australia: How to Choose the 
Right Plywood for Your Project 
Choosing plywood can seem simple until you start comparing thicknesses, grades, sheet sizes, 
core construction and intended applications. Whether you are working on a renovation, furniture 
project, flooring, wall lining, outdoor structure or construction job, using the wrong sheet can 
create unnecessary costs and performance problems. When looking for plywood sheets 
Australia for building projects, it is important to choose a product based on how and where it 
will be used rather than simply selecting the cheapest available option.​

 

Plywood is made by bonding layers of timber veneer together, with the grain direction generally 
alternating between layers. This construction gives plywood strength and dimensional stability 
while allowing it to be produced for many different applications. However, not every plywood 
sheet has the same properties. 

Understanding the differences between structural, marine, decorative, flooring and formwork 
plywood makes it much easier to select a suitable material. Just Plywood provides a range of 
plywood and panel products for construction, renovation, furniture, joinery, marine and DIY 
applications, helping customers choose materials according to their project requirements. 

Understanding Different Types of Plywood 

https://www.justplywood.com.au/pages/about-us
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The first step in choosing plywood is identifying what the sheet needs to do. A panel used for a 
load-bearing floor has different requirements from one used for an interior feature wall or a 
wet-area project. 

Structural Plywood for Load-Bearing Applications 

Structural plywood is designed for applications where strength and load performance matter. It 
can be used in areas such as flooring, wall bracing, framing-related applications and other 
construction work where an appropriately graded sheet is required. 

Just Plywood stocks structural plywood in different stress grades, including F14, F17 and F22 
products. These grades are designed for different levels of structural performance, so the 
correct specification should always be matched to the project requirements. 

Choosing a structural sheet simply because it looks strong is not enough. Check the required 
grade, thickness, span and installation conditions before purchasing. 

Marine Plywood for Moisture-Exposed Areas 

Marine plywood is designed for environments where moisture resistance is particularly 
important. It is commonly considered for boat building, bathrooms, laundries, outdoor furniture 
and other applications exposed to water or high humidity. 

For example, Just Plywood's marine plywood is manufactured with an A-Bond phenolic glue 
system and a hardwood, low-void core. The product is available in multiple thicknesses and is 
designed for applications where moisture resistance and durability are important. 

However, marine plywood should not automatically be used for every project. If your application 
does not require its particular moisture-resistant properties, another plywood type may provide a 
more practical solution. 

Decorative Plywood for Interior Projects 

Not every plywood project is about structural performance. Some applications require an 
attractive surface as well as stability and workability. 

Decorative plywood can be used for furniture, cabinetry, feature walls, interior panels and 
joinery. V-groove panels are another option when you want the appearance of timber panelling 
while retaining the characteristics of a plywood-based panel. Just Plywood offers decorative and 
V-groove products as part of its range. 

The key is to decide whether the visible face of the sheet is part of the design. If it is, surface 
quality and appearance become just as important as thickness and strength. 

How to Choose the Right Plywood Sheet 



Once you know the main plywood categories, the next step is to consider the actual 
requirements of your project. Thickness alone does not determine whether a sheet is suitable. 

Consider the Application Before the Price 

A common mistake is to begin the buying process by comparing prices. While budget matters, 
the cheapest plywood is not necessarily the most economical option if it is unsuitable for the 
application. 

Start by asking: 

●​ Will the plywood carry a load? 
●​ Will it be exposed to moisture? 
●​ Will the surface remain visible? 
●​ Does it need to meet a particular Australian standard? 
●​ What thickness and sheet size does the project require? 
●​ Will the plywood be used indoors or outdoors? 

For structural work, the grade and engineering requirements are especially important. For wet 
environments, moisture resistance and glue bond matter. For furniture and decorative 
applications, face quality and appearance may be more important. 

Check Thickness, Sheet Size and Core Quality 

Plywood is available in different thicknesses and sheet dimensions, and selecting the correct 
combination can make installation easier and reduce waste. 

For example, Just Plywood's marine plywood range includes sheets in several thicknesses from 
6 mm through to 25 mm, while its structural range provides different grades and sizes for 
construction-related uses. 

Before ordering, measure the project carefully and calculate how many sheets are required. It is 
also worth considering how sheets will be transported, handled and cut on site. 

Core construction is another factor that should not be ignored. Internal voids, veneer quality and 
bonding can influence how a plywood panel performs, particularly in demanding applications. 

Match Plywood to the Environment 

The environment in which plywood will be installed can dramatically affect your material choice. 

A dry interior wall may have completely different requirements from a bathroom lining, outdoor 
furniture project or boat component. Using an unsuitable plywood type in a moisture-prone 
environment can contribute to swelling, delamination or deterioration over time. 



Marine plywood is specifically designed for demanding moisture conditions, while structural 
plywood is selected according to structural requirements. This is why identifying the 
environment before ordering is one of the easiest ways to avoid buying the wrong material. 

If you are uncertain, look at the manufacturer's product specifications and application guidance 
rather than relying only on the appearance of the sheet. 

Buying Plywood in Australia: What to Look For 
Once you understand the technical requirements, choosing a supplier becomes the next 
important decision. A good supplier should make it easier to compare products and understand 
which material fits your project. 

Choose a Supplier With a Practical Product Range 

A supplier with several plywood categories can make project planning easier because you can 
compare suitable options instead of trying to source every material from different locations. 

Just Plywood offers structural and marine plywood alongside flooring, decorative panels, 
formwork, large sheets and OSB products. This allows builders, renovators and DIY customers 
to consider different materials according to the specific job. 

A broad range is particularly useful when a project involves more than one application. For 
example, a renovation may require structural plywood for one area and decorative panels for 
another. 

Check Delivery and Pickup Options 

Large plywood sheets are not always easy to transport in a standard vehicle. Delivery options 
can therefore be an important part of the purchasing decision. 

Just Plywood provides delivery using its own crane trucks in its Melbourne service areas and 
also offers free pickup from its Epping yard. Its website provides delivery information based on 
postcode, helping customers understand the available options before ordering. 

If you are ordering several large sheets, consider delivery requirements before finalising your 
purchase. This can help prevent last-minute transport problems and unnecessary handling. 

Buy According to the Project, Not Just the Product Name 

Searching for Australian plywood supplier for construction and DIY is only the beginning. 
Once you find a supplier, you still need to confirm that the actual product meets your project's 
requirements. 



For structural applications, check the relevant grade and standard. For marine applications, 
examine the glue bond, core construction and moisture-related specifications. For decorative 
applications, consider the face appearance, finish and intended installation. 

This approach avoids a common problem: purchasing plywood based on a familiar name 
without checking whether its technical properties actually suit the job. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

What is plywood commonly used for in Australia? 

Plywood is used for a wide range of construction, renovation, furniture, joinery, flooring, wall 
lining, formwork and marine applications. The appropriate type depends on the required 
strength, moisture resistance, appearance and installation conditions. 

How do I choose between structural and marine plywood? 

Start with the environment and purpose. Structural plywood is selected primarily for 
load-bearing and construction applications, while marine plywood is designed for demanding 
moisture-exposed environments. The two should not be treated as interchangeable products. 

What plywood thickness should I use? 

The correct thickness depends on the application, support spacing, load requirements, 
installation method and product specifications. There is no single thickness that works for every 
project. Always check the requirements for your specific application before ordering. 

Is marine plywood suitable for outdoor projects? 

Marine plywood can be suitable for outdoor and moisture-exposed applications because it is 
manufactured with moisture-resistant bonding and a low-void construction. However, the 
finished project may still require appropriate sealing, coating, edge protection and installation 
practices depending on exposure. 

Where can I buy quality plywood in Australia? 

When comparing suppliers, look for a clear product range, useful technical specifications, 
suitable grades and thicknesses, reliable availability and practical delivery or pickup options. 
Just Plywood offers plywood products for structural, marine, flooring, decorative and formwork 
applications, with online ordering and Melbourne pickup and delivery options. 

Conclusion 



Choosing plywood becomes much easier when you start with the project rather than the product 
name. Consider the environment, load requirements, moisture exposure, appearance, thickness 
and relevant specifications before placing an order. 

Whether you are completing a renovation, building furniture, installing flooring or working on a 
construction project, the right sheet can help reduce waste and prevent avoidable material 
problems. Comparing Structural and marine plywood Australia options based on their 
intended applications is a practical way to narrow down your choices. 

If you are ready to source materials for your next project, Just Plywood provides a range of 
plywood and panel products for trade and DIY applications, with online ordering and Melbourne 
pickup and delivery options. 

 

https://www.justplywood.com.au/collections/marine-plywood
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